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Dear Friends in Palestine,

we thank you for your courageous description of your situation and your powerful message of “Loving

thine Enemy”. We feel the power of your faith in the face of the desperate situation of the Palestinians.

This power fills us with hope, as we recognize that the timeless message of nonviolence and of Love for

both Neighbor and Enemy is being heard in our time.

We hear your cry of despair. We feel in fellowship with you, when in spite of everything, you write, in your

Kairos Palestine Document, that the belief in a good and just God upholds you in this arduous time. We

encourage and support you in your stance that human dignity is indivisible and that “together we can build

up the land in love and mutual respect”.

The Psalms show us the way. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who

dwell therein, (Ps 24:1)”. A violent occupation against international law can not be justified on the basis of

an arbitrarily supposed divine mandate. We will support you in our political activities, and in our

ecumenical and inter-religious cooperation.

In your letter you ask us to boycott the products of the Israeli settlements in the occupied territories, and

for sanctions and disinvestments. We in German Yearly Meeting have agonized at length over the answer

to your appeal. There are individual Friends who will gladly accept your request , but as a body, German

Yearly Meeting cannot comply with your call for a Boycott.

We find unanimity in our response to your demands in the following three areas of concern: the upholding

of respect for Human Rights, the implementation of international law, and the guarantee of the safety and

security of all parties. Security is never to be found in military strength and superiority. Our solidarity

therefore rests with all those who campaign for these demands, whether in Palestine or in Israel. We

recognize the necessity of resisting injustice – and that only nonviolent means can keep open the way to a

neighborly and peaceful future.

We will make our voices heard by our government and relevant political decision-makers, drawing

attention in particular to illegal land seizures and settlements as well as to exports of armaments.

We are at one with you in praying for all who suffer in these circumstances and who are searching for

solutions.
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